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Information . . .
WHERE IN THE WORLD?

We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in 

the following countries:

• Fiji

• Tonga

• Samoa

• Vanuatu

• Solomon Islands 

• Kiribati

• New Zealand

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 

through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit. 

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and 

donor number (six figures to the right of your name and 

address on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that 

we know where to send the receipt. 

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

www.leprosy.org.nz

Lala’s office . . .
This year is going by very quickly and so far I have only 

held two donor meetings. In March I visited Invercargill 

where I had a successful meeting, and was also able 

to take time to visit some of our donors who weren’t 

able to get to the meeting. At the end of April, 

I visited Greymouth (having spent Anzac weekend at 

Lake Kaniere and enjoyed 300mm of rain!) Sadly, not 

so many people were able to come to this meeting – 

probably caused by the combination of holding it just 

after the Anzac Public Holiday, and also it being the 

20th anniversary of the Cave Creek disaster – many of 

our supporters were believed to be at the memorial 

service. In between these visits, Jill and I had a 

wonderful weekend at the Pasifika festival in Auckland 

– you can read all about it in this newsletter.

Next month I will visit Auckland, and in July I will 

be concentrating my efforts in Rangiora and North 

Canterbury which, being my home stamping ground, 

gives me great pleasure.

Do try to see our beautiful new website – and let us 

know if you can think of anything we have left out! 

All suggestions are gratefully received.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at our 

meetings and during my travels throughout the year – 

thank you all so much for your support and enthusiasm 

for our work.

In April it was decided to update the information held on all leprosy 
patients in the Honiara district of the Solomon Islands. This was also 
an ideal opportunity to invite all these patients to a meeting. The 
aims of this meeting were to educate current and former patients 
about the disease of leprosy – signs, symptoms and the advantages 
of completing their treatment, provide counselling and support for 
those patients who have not completed their treatment, inform 
them of what help is available for them through the Pacific Leprosy 
Foundation and develop a self-help group to advocate for leprosy 
detection and elimination.

The first task facing the workers from the Community-Based 
Rehabilitation Unit, who were organising this meeting, was to 
find all the patients on the leprosy register, and confirm their 
whereabouts – not an easy task in a culture where the population 
is very mobile. Having found the majority of the registered patients 
and invited them to the meeting, 60 % of the patients attended on 
the day. 

Meeting of leprosy patients in Honiara

Patients received information about disabilities which can be caused by leprosy.

If you get a chance, please do visit our website at 
www.leprosy.org.nz! It has been completely redeveloped 
with a lot more content, up-to-the-minute news and a wide 

selection of ways in which you can support the Foundation. 
You can now purchase our range of books, stationery and 
Christmas cards on-line as well. Let us know what you think!

New-look website!

A presentation was given on the prevention of disability due to 
leprosy, following which seven patients volunteered to re-start 
their leprosy treatment and continue it until it is finished – this was 
a marvellous result. 

A committee was formed to assist the CBR unit with future 
leprosy awareness campaigns and other planned activities, and to 
ensure that all disabled patients get a fair share of the help that is 
available to them.

Finally a self-help group was formed to enable the leprosy patients 
to share information on the disease and the best way to care for 
themselves to minimise injury and disability. 

Leprosy can be a very isolating disease, so for many of the patients 
it was their first opportunity to meet with others in the same 
situation to share information and make new friends. It is hoped 
that, in time, similar meetings can be held in other areas of the 
Solomon Islands where there is a sufficient number of patients to 
make it feasible.

Participants at the meeting for leprosy patients in Honiara.
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In April I visited Kiribati with Dr Cunanan to work with the leprosy 
unit there on the implementation of their leprosy eradication action 
plan. There will be more on the exciting developments there in future 
newsletters but in this newsletter I wanted to share some photos of 
the children who are affected by leprosy.

Kiribati has the highest rate of leprosy in the Pacific. With a population 
of just over one hundred thousand the detection rate of 140 new 
cases last year and 44 so far this year means that they are well above 
the World Health Organisation elimination target of less than 1 case 
per 10,000 population. The high rate of transmission means that 
many children are affected by leprosy. Fortunately, a new strategy of 
screening children at their school means that most of the children 
with leprosy are being diagnosed. These photos show children who 
have been on treatment for a few months. They all came in to be 
checked while we were visiting and all are doing well.

Kiribati children
In April, Tony Whitley received word from our volunteer in Epi that 
many of the patients had suffered damage to their homes and gardens 
as a result of Cyclone Pam. It was decided to ask Tolong (a volunteer 
from Santo, and also Tony’s son-in-law) to visit Epi to see the damage 
for himself and decide the best way to help our patients restore their 
homes. Tolong’s report was extremely thorough and I have reproduced 
some of it here so you can read it for yourselves.

Alick’s temporary house is only just big enough to store his possessions.

Asiere shows Tolong his current water 

supply.

In March the Foundation took a stall at the Pasifika Festival in 
Auckland. The purpose of this was two-fold; to raise awareness 
about leprosy in New Zealand and the Pacific Island nations, and to 
gain some possible new donors. In order to get contact details from 
people, it was decided to run a competition which could be entered 
on the internet – the prize was a number of gift vouchers from BP, the 
Warehouse, Air New Zealand and Pak ‘n’ Save – for which we received 
some very generous sponsorship.

Saturday, which was very hot, was the busiest day – but it was quite 
difficult to engage people in conversation about our work; on Sunday 
the pace was slower and quieter and many people were interested 
in our work and in the disease of leprosy itself. In the afternoon, 
the remnants of cyclone Pam began to hit the area and so the event 
finished a little earlier than originally planned.

We were so lucky to have some intrepid helpers to make this exercise 
a success; Lucy Whitley is the daughter of Tony Whitley (our man in 
Vanuatu) and is currently studying in Auckland to become a midwife, 
and Sela Sikaleti has recently undertaken research into the attitudes 
about leprosy within the Pacific Community – they were both of 
invaluable help with their energy, enthusiasm and understanding of 
our work.

Pasifika Festival – Auckland

Our Pasifika team! Left to right: Lucy Whitley – Volunteer, Lala Gittoes – Relations Manager, Jill Tomlinson – General Manager, Sela Sikaleti – Volunteer

Altogether it was an exhausting weekend, but one which we feel 
was worthwhile.

This little girl is currently on treatment 

for leprosy and is improving all the time.

Day One:
Arrived in Epi, I couldn’t believe what I was looking at it. Many trees 
are laying down on the ground, locals houses down as well, easy to see 
that everyone must be striving for food, shelter, clean water etc.

Day Two:
First I visited Alick Thomson – he looks very healthy. He still works in the 
garden. He said because of his age the gardens he makes are becoming 
smaller and smaller. However he has enough food. Because of his 
disability in his hands he finds it very hard to fetch water from the well 
because he can’t bend his fingers to hold onto the rope. A water tank 
for him would be very helpful, close to his house and easy to fetch 
water. He is a lucky man as his family are looking after him 
very well in terms of food, gardening and other things. 
They built him a new temporary house in which he has 
stored all of his things but he needs a new solar light, since 
his solar doesn’t worked anymore and he really needs 
a new permanent home. 

Next I visited Charley Nekis who is a very old man. He lives in 
a village of about 500 people where I was surprised to see that 
nearly every house has an iron roof (not thatched). Since the 
cyclone the village has received food from the government.  
Charley is cared for by his only relation – a nephew – who 
cooks for him and has built him a toilet close to his house. His 
water comes from a well and is very good to drink. He really 
enjoyed the tins of fish that the Foundation sent for him but he 
does need another solar light if that is possible as his house 
is very dark.

Day Three:
Today we drove to another village of around 200 people where 
two of our patients live. I first visited Asiere Yoan. This village is 
similar to others; everyone benefits from the gardens, the sea and 
other services in the community like small shops, yet there are a few 
differences with other villages. I didn’t see many houses built with 
roofing iron. Most of the houses are built with local materials. Secondly, 
they have problem with water; only a few families have a small water 
tank which can only satisfy a small number, there is no community 
tank, they have to walk a long way to get water. 

Asiere and his wife both suffer with high blood pressure. They have 
to travel to the hospital to get their medication every two months 
and they find it very difficult to afford the transport to the hospital. 
They humbly asked if the Foundation might be able to help with this 
expense. All of their children have married and moved away so they are 
living on their own. Their house is fine, so are the kitchen, bedding and 
cooking materials. The only thing which is worrying me is their water. 
They use an old drum to catch rainwater which is not really safe for 
their health. 

In the same village I visited Tom Gabriel. In the cyclone, he and his 
family took their water tank inside the house to keep it safe. During the 
cyclone, Tom’s wife and son went to another house for safety, but Tom 
wouldn’t leave their house because it means so much to him. It has 
been badly damaged and needs strong repairs which will keep it safe 
from other cyclones. Their kitchen hut is also badly damaged and needs 
repairs. Although Tom has a disabled hand, he still works in his garden 
every day and also goes fishing to provide for the family.” 

The Foundation will ensure the repairs are made to the houses and 
assist with replanting gardens. Tolong is now back in Santo where 
he is preparing to purchase all the materials needed to help these 
patients to rebuild their homes. We will also build a communal water 
tank in the second village, which will provide for our patients, and all 
the residents, to have access to safe water. None of this work would 
be possible without your generous support – thank you from all our 
patients, especially those of Epi island.

Visit to Epi Island after Cyclone Pam

Charley can no longer work in his 
garden, but his nephew prepares 
meals for him.

Tom Gabriel needs a better kitchen than 

his current one, with more space and light.

Dr Cunanan examines a patient – the clinic 
room can get very crowded!

This little girl is being monitored carefully – she has one lesion which might be leprosy, but it hasn’t been possible to confirm the diagnosis yet.

Two friends wait for their turn to be examined.

Jill
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