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Progress in Kiribati
Stage three of our pilot project in Tearoreke village in Kiribati has 
just been completed. A team of medical specialists together with 
Jill and Arturo Cunanan (consultant leprologist) visited for one 
week at the end of October.

Prior to their visit an extensive community awareness campaign 
had been carried out. In partnership with village groups, dance and 
drama in local maneabas  (meeting houses) had been used to raise 
awareness about leprosy.  In the three months leading up to the 
visit 7 new cases of leprosy were diagnosed in the village.

During the visit of the specialist team a large maneaba was set up 
as a clinic. Free skin checks were available for everyone. As the first 
signs of leprosy are usually skin lesions, the idea was that people 
would be more likely to come to a clinic that was for any skin 
problems to be checked rather than a clinic that was just to check 
for signs of leprosy.  In all, the team checked and treated close 
to 450 people for a wide variety of skin problems.  In addition a 
further ten people were diagnosed with leprosy, some in the very 
early stages, some, unfortunately, in much later stages.

This pilot project has proved to be a very successful way of raising 
awareness about leprosy and getting people to come forward 
to be checked. As there are no dermatology services available in 
Kiribati it has the added benefit of providing treatment for many 
people who have been suffering from a range of skin problems for 
many years. The success of the pilot means that it will be repeated 
next year in the largest town in Kiribati, Betio.

The Foundation is very grateful to the members of the medical 
team who provided their time and expertise to help the people  
of Kiribati.

The Team: (left to right) Dr Nabura Ioteba, Jill Tomlinson 
(General Manager), Dr Emma Trowbridge, Dr Jared Green, Dr 
Arturo Cunanan, Nurse Judy Baker

Dr Cunanan checks the feet of a leprosy patient  

for anaesthesia

A happy baby and mother after their check up

A young woman diagnosed with leprosy and TB 

was one of the first people to visit the clinic



The same little girl pictured with her mother and two of her 
siblings. They also have leprosy.

The Foundation has just received approval from the Samoan 
committee for communicable diseases to commence a project 
to provide chemoprophylaxis to contacts of all leprosy cases 
diagnosed over the last five years - and on an ongoing basis. The 
treatment consists of a single dose of one of the drugs used in 
leprosy treatment.  This is given to contacts once a year for two 
years followed up with examination for another three years. This 
has been proven to reduce the incidence of the disease among 
contacts by 60 to 70 percent.

Work has commenced on tracing the household contacts of 
all those diagnosed with leprosy since 2010. Provision of the 
treatment will begin early next year. Patients and their families are 
very keen for this to start. We will provide you with updates as the 
programme progresses.

Much of my last visit to Samoa was taken up with getting this 
project through the approval processes but there was still time for 
visits to many patients- especially a number who had recently been 
diagnosed. Photos are the best way to tell you about them.

Samoa

This little girl has two aunties who have been treated for 
leprosy. She has one suspicious lesion and is checked every 
three months. Here she is pointing when she can feel a light 
touch on her arm. This test is to determine whether sensation 
has been lost or not. Loss of sensation is a sign of leprosy.

At almost 4 years old, this little girl is our youngest patient in Samoa.

A young patient being checked for nerve damage. Unfortunately 

he has clawing of two fingers caused by damage to the ulnar 

nerve. Physiotherapy is helping to prevent increased damage.

Lined up for examination:  the children, nieces and nephews 
of a patient wait their turn to be examined. They are happy 
about this as a treat awaits them at the end!
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Tuvalu has a very small population of just over 
10,000 people. It is made up of nine small 
islands. The island of Funafuti is home to almost 
7,000 of the population. Funafuti itself is a tiny 
low lying atoll experiencing all the problems 
associated with global warming.

Looking Back on 2015

Tuvalu
The Ministry of Health in Tuvalu recently requested 
some help as they had had a number of new 
diagnoses of leprosy after reporting no cases for 
many years.  Dr Farrugia and Jill visited in late 
August to run trainings for health staff and to 
assess the needs of patients. We were also lucky 
to recruit the services of a local man, Peniva Pulisi, 
to be our local contact there. He will keep us 
informed about the needs of patients and will 
ensure they get the assistance we provide.

 Peniva Pulisi - “Our man in Tuvalu”

Below are a few pictures from Jill’s visits overseas this year – in 
total she has visited Kiribati three times, Samoa twice, Tuvalu and 
Vanuatu.  She will also be making a brief visit to Fiji in November

The photos from Tonga and the Solomon Islands were sent to us 
by our field supervisors in those countries.

Kiribati – this little boy has  
multi-bacillary leprosy

Samoa - This little girl is much happier 
now she has been checked by the “scary 
doctor”.  She was not suffering from 
leprosy.

Solomon Islands – Sosimo tries walking on his new prosthetic leg for the first time.

Vanuatu - Jill and Emrere enjoy the sunshine outside Santo hospital

Vanuatu – The wording and logo on 
our truck in VanuatuTonga – Manu’s house is nearing 

completion



I can’t believe that we are already approaching the end of 
the year.  It has flown by so fast, and yet when I look back 
I can see that once again we have achieved an enormous 
amount.  The last three donor meetings which I have 
held have been well attended in New Lynn, Rangiora and 
Hamilton and I have also taken the opportunity to distribute 
some copies of our video about our work in Vanuatu.  These 
have gone to some churches and groups who are not 
able to be represented at donor meetings, but who would 
enjoy seeing the tangible results from our social welfare 
programmes over the past decade.  The last donor meeting 
for this year will be in Queenstown at the end of November.

I have already planned next year’s meetings; they include 
South Auckland, Christchurch, Dunedin, Ashburton, New 
Plymouth, Rotorua, Tauranga and Whangarei.  This is a 

rather ambitious list as I will also be travelling to Samoa to 
see our programmes there for myself.  I am always aware 
of the privilege of being able to see our work at first-hand 
and I get immense pleasure from being able to pass on my 
experiences to you all.

I hope you have a wonderful Christmas and New Year with 
family and friends and I hope to see as many as possible of 
you in 2016.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 

We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in 
the following countries:

•   Fiji 
•   Tonga 
•   Samoa 
•   Vanuatu 
•   Solomon Islands 
•   Kiribati 
•   New Zealand

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and donor 
number (six figures to the right of your name and address on our 
appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to send the 
receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

The Staff and Trustees would like to wish all our supporters, their 
families and friends, a very happy Christmas and New Year.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you so much 
for all your enthusiasm and support for the work of the Foundation 
throughout the year.

Merry Christmas


