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The skin camp (or clinic) which was held in Betio at the end of 
June was a huge success.  Over the three months leading up to 
the camp, and at the camp itself, a hundred new cases of leprosy 
were diagnosed and started on treatment.  This is a wonderful 
achievement, but we can’t be complacent – all the contacts of 
these new patients will need to be checked annually for the next 
five years to ensure that none of them have developed leprosy.

Altogether, nearly 1000 patients visited the skin camp over a two-
day period.  The vast majority of these were suffering from fungal 
skin conditions, but there were a significant number with more 
severe problems, including leprosy.

We would like to give a big thank you to the volunteer medical 
staff who travelled to Kiribati to help with this event.  They were 
Dr Nabura Ioteba, Dr Semi Kim, Dr Emma Trowbridge, Dr Jared 
Green, Professor Stephen Chambers and nurse Judith Baker.  Their 
contribution was essential in assisting Dr Arturo Cunanan (our 
leprosy consultant) and the team from the Kiribati Leprosy Unit 
during our very busy two-day event.  Additional assistance was 
provided by all the medical staff from the three clinics in Betio and 
Wayne’s family and team who provided much needed manpower 
and translation services throughout that time.

Skin Camp in Betio

The medical team comprising (left to right) Prof Stephen Chambers, Dr Jared Green, 
Dr Emma Trowbridge, Lala Gittoes, Jude Baker, Dr Nabura Ioteba, Dr Semi Kim, Jill 
Tomlinson and Dr Arturo Cunanan

We would like to introduce you to 
Verongi Usi.  To many of you, her 
name may be familiar.  She is the 
wife of Isaac Usi – who suffered from 
leprosy and polio and whose family 
have been the subject of a number of 
our stories over the years, culminating 
in a starring role in our video about 
our work in Vanuatu which many of 
you have seen.

Over the past year, Verongi has been 
helping with a wide range of our 
welfare projects, all over Vanuatu.  She 
is a great help because as the wife of a 
former leprosy sufferer she understands 
instinctively the difficulties which our 
patients and their families are facing.  

Verongi Usi
Not only that, but she is a very good 
organiser and brilliant at sourcing supplies at 
the best possible cost!  Her final gift is that 
as a woman, the other ni-Vanuatu women 
feel able to talk to her openly and honestly 
in a way which they would find difficult 
to do with a man.  Verongi is paid a small 
wage for her time and she is proud to be 
able to contribute to her family’s needs.

In the photograph you will see that 
Verongi’s hair is in some disarray!  This is 
because during the trip by boat from Sola 
to Mota to visit Mackenzie, the sea was 
very rough. As this was Verongi’s first ever 
trip between these islands she was obliged 
by custom to take out her hair adornments 
and throw them into the sea!Verongi (left) and Elizabeth exchange gifts on Verongi’s 

arrival on Mota Island.



Vanuatu, unlike many indigenous communities, has little or no 
tradition of food preservation techniques.  There are several 
reasons for this. For example, the seasons vary so little that local 
staple foods such as taro, yam , plantain grow all the year round, 
as does cabbage and many fruits and nuts.  
Additionally, the seas are rich in fish and shell 
fish.  The earth is so rich, and the balance of 
the rain and sun is so bountifully consistent, 
that food grows very quickly so that even 
after a damaging natural event such as a 
cyclone, fresh crops of vegetables such as  
cabbage and kumala, (sweet potato)  can be 
ready for the pot only two and four  months 
after planting.  In the past, people have 
managed without a means of preserving food, 
but times are changing and the government 
has set up a National Disaster office to help the 
people through the post traumatic times and 
this is changing the people’s expectations.

In addition to giving immediate help, and 
working, I guess,  on the basis of the old saying 
“ If you give a man a fish you feed him for a 
day, if you teach him to fish you feed him for life” the authorities 
and aid agencies have recently set up food preservation courses.   
Mackenzie, on his own initiative, attended one of these.   

Elizabeth and Mackenzie  
– Banks, Vanuatu

After Cyclone Pam ripped her way down the archipelago the 
Foundation received several requests, including one from Elizabeth 
and Mack, for help with food. We were able to help them, and 
others, with these much needed supplies.  Mack is now hoping to 

set up his own food preserving project 
- and he is requesting the Foundation’s 
help to do so.  Mack has gone to 
the trouble of listing and pricing the 
items needed and checking on their 
availability so he is committed and 
appears to have the capacity to carry 
this through. The request  has been 
approved so we will go ahead and 
explore how to set up this new  style 
project - and  who knows what this 
may lead to when others see Mack’s 
efforts at becoming self-supporting 
during times of need.  Once again the 
Foundation may become instrumental 
in a small way in helping bring about 
changes in attitude and in culture.

Verongi has visited Mackenzie and 
Elizabeth in Banks to make sure that the project will be feasible 
and to give Mack the best chance of success. 

Rebecca
Rebecca  Napuati lives in Waesisi village on Tanna island, Vanuatu.  
She is a determinedly self- sufficient elderly lady, happy in her 
independence and in having the support of the young girls of her 
wider family who take it in turns to live with her, to help in her 
food garden, carry water and do the laundry. The girls are happy 
doing this as it gives them some independence from the family 
home and the more demanding tasks required of them there.

Rebecca has lived for many years in small house, on a hillside 
overlooking the sea, built for her by the Foundation.  Sadly, this 
house did not escape the attentions of Cyclone Pam and Rebecca 
became homeless.  In the aftermath of the cyclone, aid was 
generously sent from all over the world and Rebecca was pressed 
to take advantage of this aid and have a larger, more western-style 
house built of permanent materials.  

Under a good deal pressure she agreed, but was not at ease in 
her mind - she wanted a house like her old one that fitted her 
village surroundings.  This came to the notice of the Foundation 
who were happy to help Rebecca.  Verongi - our go-to helper, and 
herself the wife of one of our leprosy patients, went from Santo to 
Tanna to meet with Rebecca. 

Rebecca was greatly relieved to talk with someone who was willing 
to listen to her hopes and she poured her heart out to Verongi.  As 
a result of this consultation it was quickly arranged for a house to 
be built just as Rebecca wished it to be - of compact size, in the 
custom style, with woven bamboo walls and a traditional thatch 

roof of woven coconut fronds.  The project was carefully managed 
by a young man – Ansen – who is one of our valuable contacts  
in Tanna.

Now Rebecca is happily settled in her new home,  situated in a 
protective dip in the land, being cared for by her young girls and 
the memories of the nightmare that was Cyclone Pam are slowly 
fading.  Rebecca sends heart-felt thanks to the Foundation.

Rebecca and Ansen standing outside her perfect little new house.

Verongi (left) with Elizabeth and Mackenzie at their 

home on Mota Island



We recently received the following news from Tony Whitley about 
our patient Wesley and his family in Santo.   

“Rachel (Wesley’s wife) has returned from NZ having been over 
there fruit picking for some months. She looks well and happy. 
Wesley remains in much the same condition healthwise. He is only 
able to work occasionally.

Rachel came to see me today.  Rolickson is in his second year at 
Teachers Training College. He passed all exams and is now on a 
practical placement. Next year is his final year.

Rolickson is now in need of his second (and final) semester college 
fees. You have already approved this ongoing help Jill so if the 
59,000 vatu ($800) can be transferred I will pass it on. This amount 
includes the cost of a special uniform Rolickson has to wear.

The main reason I am writing is to pass on to you the letter of 
thanks that Rolickson has written (see below). He and his family 
are very appreciative of the support being given by the Foundation. 

Also for your information, Charles, the younger son, has now left 
school (you will recall the Foundation helped with his computer 
training) and he is now finding occasional employment and 
earning his keep. Another small but significant success story for the 
Foundation! Had the Foundation not stepped in both Rolickson 
and Charles would have lost their career chances – as would 
Defline and Analine who are both in secondary school.
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A Thank You Letter –  
Wesley and Rachel Narai

With honor, I would like to thank Mrs. Jill Tomlinson for your great 
support toward my family. I was thinking, that’s the end of my 
study after an incident happened to my dad. During the incident 
it’s a worse time the doctor says, your dad is in a bad condition. 
As we heard the doctor’s word concerning our dad my families 
were all hopeless and crying for our dad while still lying on bed for 
three and a half weeks in the hospital. In my family only my dad is 
working, he is the source of our family needs and wants, meaning 
that he is the provider in the home. He earn money to pay for our 
food, clothes, water bill, electricity and school fees etc, while my 
mum stays back at home and do cleaning, washing and cooking. 
ln fact, with this incident, my family become struggling it’s like on 
a rough sea everybody trying to swim to reach the shore. But we 
always reminds god from our prayers to allow our dad continue his 
life journey with us.

But somehow, God had appointed someone to come over and 
visit my dad, while he was in the hospital lying on his bed. Tony 
Whitley was the appointed person to come over and visit my dad.  
When he came, he talk to my dad and mum about my family, 
so they all came up to an agreement, that we will still continue 
schooling and someone would be responsible to pay for our fees 
until we complete our studies. Therefore l would like to thank Mrs. 
Jill Tomlinson as a responsible person for paying my school fees. I 
really appreciate your support, even though I do not see your face, 
but l would like to thank you more than l could say.  l’m really 
happy and proud of who you are, you have come to support my 
dream, today you really complete who am l, who I want to be in 
the future. Without your support l wouldn’t be there. Currently 
l am studying at institution of teacher’s education and it is my 
second year. Thank you once again and god will always be with 
you and the Pacific Leprosy Foundation as you continue to give 
hand to support needs of poor people.

Thank you for your acceptance and understanding.

Yours sincerely

Rolickson’s letter:

Rachel and her younger son, Charles, who is now a computer technician in Santo

It is with great sadness that we have to tell you that Luisa Nasome 
passed away on the night of Friday 12th August.  

It was only a week since we had last spoken to her to congratulate 
her on her 35th anniversary of working for the Leprosy Trust Board 
(Fiji).  Luisa was in hospital at the time, so she was unable to hold 
a celebration at Twomey Hospital as she usually would.  However, 
the Vice-Patron of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation (and grand-
daughter of Patrick Twomey, our Founder), Margaret Twomey, was 
able to visit Luisa in hospital and present her with this certificate to 
mark the occasion.

Luisa Nasome – caring for the patients in Fiji for 35 years
Luisa will be sorely missed by 
the Foundation, the Leprosy 
Trust Board (Fiji) and, above 
all, by all the former leprosy 
patients whom she has visited 
and helped over so many 
years.

Luisa was very pleased to receive the 
certificate and flowers to mark her 

significant anniversary.



This month marks 10 years since I joined the team at Pacific 
Leprosy Foundation – I can hardly believe it, as the time 
has passed so quickly!  During that time I have travelled all 
over New Zealand talking to a great many of you about our 
work, and showing hundreds of photographs. I have met 
or corresponded with some of you so many times that you 
feel like family – the Pacific Leprosy Foundation family!  I 
have always been made to feel so welcome when I meet 
you – even if I turn up unannounced on your doorstep!  
Thank you so much for your interest in our work and your 
generous support which enable us to continue with the 
fight against leprosy all over the Pacific.

I have also been lucky enough to visit Fiji, Vanuatu and 
Kiribati where I have been able to see our work at first hand.  
This has given me a greater understanding of the difficulties 
endured by so many people who have suffered from leprosy, 
the work which we do to alleviate those difficulties, and to 
reduce the numbers of leprosy cases.  In many cases, the 
names of the people whom we help become familiar as I 
follow their progress and their ups and downs – they also 
become part of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation family.

And finally, there is my own family – particularly my husband 
and my two daughters.  All three of them have helped out 
at the Foundation offices from time to time, and have also 

been able (at their own expense) to accompany me on some 
of my travels in New Zealand and overseas.  They too have 
become part of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation family and I 
am so grateful for their help, interest, enthusiasm  
and support.  

Over the past ten years I have seen the Pacific Leprosy 
Foundation’s work become increasingly important in the 
battle against leprosy in the countries of the Pacific.  Looking 
forward to the next decade, our leprosy control projects 
in Kiribati and Samoa will be examples to other nations 
struggling with their leprosy burden, and our welfare 
projects in all the countries in which we work will continue 
to provide hope and security for all those whose lives have 
been devastated by the disease of leprosy and enable them, 
and their families, to once again participate fully in their 
societies, wherever they may live.

Your support has been, and continues to be, vital to this 
success – thank you all so much.

Lala’s Desk
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 

We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in 
the following countries:

•   Fiji 
•   Tonga 
•   Samoa 
•   Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and donor 
number (six figures to the right of your name and address on our 
appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to send the 
receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

We are selling off all our stocks of Christmas cards at 
$5.00 per pack.   
The packs have three cards of each of four designs plus 
envelopes and are available while stocks last.  You can 
place your orders on the enclosed stationery order form.

•   Solomon Islands 
•   Kiribati 
•   New Zealand 
•   Tuvalu

Christmas Cards on Sale!


