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Lino Sulue is one of our elderly leprosy patients in the Solomon 
Islands.  He doesn’t know exactly how old he is, but he clearly 
remembers the Battle of Guadalcanal during World War II when he 
was a young boy.

Recently his house has deteriorated to such an extent that it badly 
needs renovations to make it safe and waterproof, and his water 
tank needs replacing after the stand which held it collapsed.  

This work will be beginning shortly, and we look forward to 
bringing you the photos once the repairs have been completed.

Lino’s House

Lino receives his Christmas welfare parcel

Lino’s living room needs some paint

The floor in Lino’s bedroom has become rotten and dangerous

Lino’s water tank is completely 
destroyed and he has to fetch 
water in a bucket

Lino’s kitchen, which is separate 
from the main house, desperately 
needs a new roof



Garlands and gifts were presented to Tony and Sue by friends who 

came to see them off from Santo airport.

Goodbye Tony & Sue
It was with great sadness (for the Foundation) that we learned 
that Tony and Sue Whitley were retiring from their lives in 
Vanuatu and moving back to New Zealand.  They have lived in 
Vanuatu for over 25 years and during that time built up a very 
successful school on the outskirts of Luganville, in Santo.  The 
school was handed over to the Ministry of Education a number 
of years ago, but Sue and Tony had continued to be deeply 
involved with the school, with Sue’s role being Principal.

In addition to this, Tony and the family worked hard for the 
Foundation, building up a network of volunteers in all the 
Provinces to oversee the needs of the leprosy patients and their 
families whose lives had been derailed by leprosy, poverty and, 
in many cases, disabilities.  The story of one of these families is 
told in a video available to view on YouTube – it can be found 
by searching YouTube for “The Usi Family – Vanuatu”.

The biggest worry for the Foundation was who would take over 
this work once Tony had left Vanuatu; it needed to be someone 
we can trust, and who totally understands what is involved 
in ensuring the continued welfare of these families.  Luckily, 
Tony came up with the perfect solution.  His eldest daughter, 
Amy, has often helped Tony with his work over the years, and 
will continue to live in Vanuatu with her husband and their 
three small children.  Amy’s husband, Tolong, has also done 
a large amount of work for us and we are delighted that the 
family have agreed to take over Tony’s responsibilities, from this 
month.  Tony will continue to be available to advise Amy when 
necessary – and it will be wonderful to have Tony and Sue living 
in Christchurch.  We are hoping that Tony will agree to speak at 
some of our donor meetings to tell his wonderful stories about 
his life in Vanuatu helping the leprosy patients.

Vaebaelolo Ravui came with husband Ravu to “bye bye” with 
a gift of fruit. Vaebae wept and spoke movingly about the help 
the Foundation had given her family.

Vearu came to say goodbye, along with her husband Steven, his 
older brother and mother, all the children, and  grandchildren, 
including baby Roland, who is named after Dr Roland Farrugia, 
our consultant who has been taking care of Vearu.

Tony continues:

It was quite an emotional visit, but a happy one. The family had 
just come from the airport having seen their son Noel on to the 
flight to Tanna to attend Agricultural College.

It was wonderful to see Vearu in such good health now that her 
ulcers have healed, following her three-month regime of not 
being allowed to sit down at all!

The family send to all the Foundation  team their warmest love 
and thanks. In addition to Steven and Vearu, the brother and 
the Mum both spoke very nicely expressing how they had seen 
the way the children had benefitted from the support given 
by the Foundation, expressing particular gratitude for the help 
which had enabled the children to take up their education 
opportunities. 

Tony has received a number of farewell visits 
from our patients and their families.  The 
following are photos and brief stories, as told 
by Tony, from two such visits.

Vaebaeolo

Vearu

Vaebaelolo and Ravu brought a gift 
of fruit in a traditional basket for 
Tony and his family.

A goodbye hug and tearful farewell 
from Vaebaeolo



Goodbye Tony & Sue New TV for 
Twomey 
Hospital
A new TV and DVD player has been provided for the 
patients at Twomey Hospital.  This was just in time 
for the start of the 7s rugby tournament and now the 
patients are enjoying keeping up with all the matches.  
Currently the TV is in the men’s ward, so the plan is to 
get another one for the women’s ward so the women 
don’t all have to huddle round the tiny portable TV 
owned by one of the patients.
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The patients are enjoying watching the Rugby 7s tournament

A new TV and DVD player is handed over to Dr Apisalome of 

Twomey Hospital by Kathey Foi, the Foundation’s Field Officer in Fiji

Some of Vearu’s children who were 
helped through their schooling with 
financial assistance from the Foundation

Tony speaks about Vearu’s determination to overcome her disabilities

Tony and Sue are presented with gifts from Vearu and Steven

Tony and Sue are presented with 
gifts from Vearu and Steven

Delphine and baby Roland, named 
after our consultant Dr Roland 
Farrugia

When I was asked to speak, I praised the long- suffering 
patience and fortitude the family had shown during the set-
backs we met throughout our efforts to arrange treatment, and 
our respect for the way Vearu was following the regime which 
is leading to her healing.   I reminded the family, via the story 
of the split bamboo which collects water off the rock face and 
carries it where it is needed, that I was simply the channel and 
that the true source of their help was through the efforts of 
the Foundation team in New Zealand and the generosity of the 
donors. The family understood this, accepted it and they send 
their love as an acknowledgment of this.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in 
the following countries:

•   Fiji 
•   Tonga 
•   Samoa 
•   Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and donor 
number (six figures to the right of your name and address on our 
appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to send the 
receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 60 
Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

Last year we brought out a new 
range of Christmas cards.  They cost 
$9.00 per pack (plus $4.00 postage 
and packing); there are 12 cards and 
envelopes in each pack, four of each 
of the three designs. You can either 
order them using the enclosed 
stationery order form or buy them 
online at www.leprosy.org.nz/shop 

Christmas Cards

•   Solomon Islands 
•   Kiribati 
•   New Zealand 
•   Tuvalu

As usual the Christmas holiday time has flown past – helped 
along, in my case, by my eldest daughter’s wedding and a 
long visit from family from the UK.  Now all the excitement 
has passed, it is wonderful to be back in the office and some 
sort of routine!  However, there’s no possibility of me getting 
bored – I am lucky enough to be visiting Kiribati very shortly 
to help the leprosy clinic to get their database of patients in 
order before we start our new MDT Plus programme there.  
I cherish my opportunities to see our work at first hand, so 
that I can tell you all about it.

Once I return from Kiribati, I will start planning my donor 
meetings for the year.  Currently the places on my list for the 
first half of the year include Gisborne, Blenheim, Masterton, 

Waikanae and Auckland.  I will be putting together a new 
slide show with up-to-date photos and information so that 
I can share with you the achievements of the Foundation 
over the past few years.  

I do hope that as many of you as possible will take the 
opportunity to come to the donor meetings and hear and 
see for yourselves about the help which you are giving to 
the families affected by leprosy all over the Pacific.

Lala’s Desk


