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Solomon Islands
MDT Plus pilot
Following on from the successful launch and completion of
the first round of MDT plus (providing a prophylactic dose
of medication to household contacts of leprosy patients),
throughout Samoa and Kiribati, we have successfully
commenced a pilot of the scheme in one area of Honiara, the
capital of the Solomon Islands.
Each country presents different challenges. Honiara, the
capital of the Solomons, is a sprawling town on the island
of Gaudalcanal. It has a population of 65000, with many
people living just outside the town boundaries in “informal

settlements”. Many have come to the capital from their home
islands, seeking work opportunities. These informal settlements
are the hot spots for leprosy and where we have launched the
pilot, beginning with screening of all the household contacts of
leprosy cases in those areas going back five years. On her recent
visit to the Solomons, Jill joined the team carrying out screening
in the village of Jericho. These photos will give you an idea of
the work and living conditions in the villages.
Images: Top: Waiting their turn. Bottom Left: Sheltering from the rain. Bottom Right: One
of the team checks the granddaughter of a patient while Mum and Grandma look on.

Vanuatu –
Japhet James
and Timothy
Jackson
Both Japhet and Timothy have featured in past articles in our
newsletters, when they have visited Fiji to be fitted with artificial
legs following amputations as a result of past leprosy. A number
of years have passed and these artificial legs have gradually
deteriorated and need to be replaced. The rough ground and
climate mean that there is far greater wear and tear on the legs
than usual.
Fortunately, a new workshop manufacturing and fitting prosthetic
limbs has opened in Port Vila under the auspices of the Vanuatu
Amputee Association. This means that both Japhet and Timothy
will get their new legs at a much reduced cost from the previous
ones, which necessitated a lengthy stay in Fiji. In fact, as Japhet
has been evacuated from Ambae, his home island, because of
volcanic activity, his leg will be provided free of charge as part of
the national programme of assistance to the evacuees. We hope
to be able to bring you photos of their new prostheses once they
have been made.
Images: Top: Timothy Jackson being measured for his new leg. Bottom Left:
Japhet (sheltering from the rain under a blue tarpaulin) holding his broken
artificial leg. Bottom Right: Back in 2013, Japhet showing off his new leg

A wonderful
meeting and
training
session in
Vanuatu
In Vanuatu we have a considerable number of people who
volunteer their time to work with us, in their often very isolated
communities, to ensure that people with leprosy receive the
help they need. This team is coordinated by Amy Lingbu, who
recently took over the role from her father, Tony Whitely. It
has become increasingly important for the Pacific Leprosy incountry volunteers to be able to work with medical staff in their
countries and have at least a basic knowledge of the signs and
symptoms of leprosy, so that they can alert medical workers to
possible new cases of leprosy in the communities in which
they work.
For that reason it was decided, while we had a consultant
working in the country, to bring all provincial volunteers
and leprosy medical staff in Vanuatu together for a two-day
workshop in Port Vila, in order to teach the volunteers about
leprosy and introduce them to the relevant medical personnel.
Ten Pacific Leprosy volunteers and five medical leprosy officers
attended the workshop, along with medical personnel from
the Ministry of Health, Amy Lingbu and Tony Whitley and our
consultant, Dr Roland Farrugia.
The opportunities offered by this meeting were very much
appreciated by all concerned – not least, the chance to put
faces to names and voices that had long been familiar! “We’ve
spoken over the phone countless times! So glad to finally meet
you!” was the constant refrain!
Images: Top Left: Dr Farrugia teaching the treatment of leprosy to the team. Top
Right: Tony Whitley explains the history of the Foundation’s work in Vanuatu.
Bottom: The Team!
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Annual Review
The November newsletter gives us an ideal opportunity to
give you a brief overview of all our activities throughout the
year. It isn’t possible to share the full story of all our activities
in our newsletters, but here’s a list of the types of activities and
projects the Foundation has carried out this year.
• Skin camps in Kiribati where hundreds of people were
checked for signs of leprosy;
• School and tertiary education fees paid for children of families
of leprosy patients in Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu
and Kiribati;
• The second year of MDT Plus completed in Samoa, and the
first year started in Kiribati with over 3500 contacts of leprosy
patients given a preventative dose of Rifampicin;
• Increased number of medical staff trained in the clinical signs
of leprosy;
• Transport provided to and from medical appointments for a
large number of patients;
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• Patients assisted with rehabilitation for their disabilities (e.g.
shoes, crutches, special furniture and other special needs) in
Samoa, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu;
• Families of patients helped with daily living requirements such
as food and basic hygiene necessities in Fiji, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu and Kiribati;
• Small business ventures established to help patients to earn
an income.
This list isn’t exhaustive but gives an excellent representation of
the scope of our work during the year.
None of this would have been possible without your support
and we are so grateful to you all for your help.

Many different skin conditions, as well as leprosy, are treated at the free
skin camps.

Lino Sulu’s house was renovated to make it more accessible for him, and to
ensure that it is wea thertight.

A leprosy clinic nurse tests a skin lesion for sensation – one of the most basic
diagnosis tools for leprosy.

A leprosy patient has been set up with a small hydroponic system for
growing much needed vegetables and salad greens in Kiribati
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Lala’s Office
As the year draws to an end, I can’t help but wonder where
the time went, however on looking back month by month I
can see that I have been very busy.
As usual, the highlights of my year were meeting many of
you at the six donor meetings I managed to hold. I find it so
much easier to explain in person, with the help of photos,
what work we are involved in – rather than trying to convey
all the connotations and complications in writing! Many of
you have been supporting us for a great many years, and I
hope you enjoy seeing how our work is evolving, and the
improvements being made to the lives of so many families in
the Pacific, thanks to your generosity.

Next year, I hope to visit Invercargill in March and Masterton
and Lower Hutt in April – I daren’t plan any further ahead
than that at the moment, but will update you on my plans
in the February newsletter.
Thank you to all of you who make me feel welcome
wherever I travel. I hope you have a joyful Christmas and
New Year with family and friends.

Christmas Cards Merry Christmas
Remember to order your
Christmas Cards in plenty of
time! They cost $9.00 per
pack (plus $4.00 postage
and packing); there are
12 cards and envelopes in
each pack, four of each of
the three designs. You can
either order them using the
enclosed stationery order
form or buy them online at
www.leprosy.org.nz/shop

The Staff and Trustees
would like to wish you all
a very merry Christmas and
a happy New Year. Thank
you so much for all your
support over the past twelve
months. We look forward
to continuing our work, with
your help, next year.

Information
WHERE IN THE WORLD?
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in
the following countries:
•
•
•
•

Fiji
Tonga
Samoa
Vanuatu

•
•
•
•

Solomon Islands
Kiribati
New Zealand
Tuvalu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible
through your interest and generosity.
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CONTACT DETAILS

DIRECT CREDIT

JILL TOMLINSON

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

General Manager

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and donor
number (six figures to the right of your name and address on our
appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to send the
receipt.

jill.tomlinson@leprosy.org.nz

Pacific Leprosy Foundation
Private Bag 4730
Christchurch 8140
New Zealand

LALA GITTOES

P +64 3 343 3685

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000
BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 60
Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

Relations Manager

lala.gittoes@leprosy.org.nz
JAN SHEPPARD
Donor Liaison Officer

dlo@leprosy.org.nz
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