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Pacific Dermatology 
Training Centre 

Dr Temea Bauro standing by the plaque commemorating the opening of the Pacific Dermatology Training Centre by Dr Ifereimi Waqainabete, Minister for Health and Medical Services

Dr Bauro (centre) outside Twomey Hospital with (left to right) 

Margot Whitfeld, Chair of the Pacific Dermatology Trust Limited;  

Dr Tuicakau, Director of the Programme; Kathey Foi – Fiji Country 

Liaison Officer for the Foundation and Jill Tomlinson, General 

Manager, Pacific Leprosy Foundation

Jill recently visited Suva to attend the opening of the Pacific 
Dermatology Training Centre which is based at Twomey 
Hospital. There has been an urgent need for a centre of 
excellence in dermatology in the Pacific, and the centre will be a 
base for a post graduate diploma in dermatology run by the Fiji 
Medical school, open to doctors from all over the Pacific. While 
skin diseases are a major problem throughout the Pacific, there 
are very few dermatologists and those who wished to specialise 
in this field have had to train in other parts of the world. As 
leprosy begins as a skin lesion, the Foundation has a keen 
interest in ensuring that dermatologists who are trained in the 
field have a good training in the diagnosis and treatment  
of leprosy.

When Dr Brian McMahon retired from the Board of Trustees in 
2017, it was decided to offer a scholarship in his name to one 
doctor each year from one of the countries in which we work, 
to attend the Pacific Dermatology Training Centre for training in 
leprosy and many other skin conditions which are so common 
in Pacific island countries.

The first recipient of this scholarship is Dr Temea Bauro from 
Kiribati.  Temea, like many doctors in Kiribati, completed his 
medical training in Cuba. He now works in the Leprosy and Skin 
Clinic at Nawerewere Hospital in Kiribati.  He will spend a year 
training in Fiji after which he will return to Kiribati as a valuable 
part of the leprosy team.  Our best wishes go to him and his 
family during their stay in Fiji.
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Nei Tiin was a registered nurse, working in Nauru.  However, 
leprosy led to one of her hands being disabled, and she was no 
longer able to work and returned to Kiribati.  Over the years 
she had a total of four husbands – but no children of her own.  
The first three husbands left her when they found out she 
had suffered from leprosy; her fourth husband passed away a 
couple of years ago, leaving her with two adopted sons – the 
elder of whom had no interest in caring for her.

Thanks to your help, through the Foundation, her younger son 
is now able to attend school in the village of Kuria in North 
Tarawa, but Nei Tiin still had no home of her own and was 
forced to live with relatives.

We felt that she needed a place of her own so Wayne, our 
representative in Kiribati, set about getting a house built for 
her. A local family who have become her friends contributed by 
giving her some land on which to build.  The photos show the 
house as it neared completion. Other families in the area are 
so impressed with the house that they have copied the plan so 
they can have similar houses.

Through your generosity, Nei Tiin now has enough to eat, a 
home of her own and a loving son who is getting the education 
he needs to ensure that he can make his way in the world on 
an equal footing.  Thank you so much!

The photographs show one of the fales making up the home of 
the Lafaele family at Apolima-uta. We think you’ll agree it is in 
very bad condition and will be pleased to know we have started 
building a new one.

Kolia Lafaele is twenty three and was diagnosed with leprosy 
last year. He lives with his elderly parents, five brothers and two 
sisters. One of the sisters is married and has 2 children.  The 
mother and father, 2 daughters, son-in-law and grandchildren 
live in one fale while the other 5 sons live in the other (photo.)  

The family used to live near the sea at Aleipata on the 
husband’s family land, but after the tsunami, they decided to 
move to higher ground at Apolima and live on the wife’s family 
land.  They chose a location about a kilometre from the coast 
on an uphill, unpaved plantation road, because they are afraid 
of tsunamis and also their grandmother is buried nearby.  It 
takes about 30 minutes to drive to their residence from the 
coastal road due to the terrible condition of the inland road.

The son-in-law has a full time job as a mechanic in Apolima.  
He walks to and from work every day.  Another son has 
a job working in Apia on weekdays and returns home for 
the weekends.  Kolia picks up part-time work from time to 
time with his brother in Apia but mainly works in the family 
plantation growing food to feed the family.

While the fale has an electricity connection, there is no mains 
water along that road.  The family relies solely on rainwater 
from a 2,000-litre water tank fed from the roof of the boys’ 
fale.  The roofing iron is very rusty and the water is not really 
safe to drink but, since there are no other sources where they 
can get drinking water, they drink the water from the tank 
anyway.

The new fale, with new roofing iron, will give them a safe way 
of collecting the plentiful rainwater.  We will bring photos of 
the improvements when they are completed later this year.

A home for  
Nei Tiin

A new home for 
Kolia Lafaele

Window and door openings on all sides, and the overhanging roof, will keep the 
house cool.

The covered veranda will be ideal for cooking, preventing the house from 
getting too hot.

This fale is home to five young men 
between the ages of 13 and 27

The water in this tank is collected from 
a very rusty roof, and isn’t really safe 
to drink – but it is all that the family of 
thirteen has available.



This month we have sent out an appeal to 10,000 individuals 
who do not currently support the Foundation, in the hope of 
finding more wonderful, dedicated supporters like you.

The appeal took the form of a letter from Lorena, one of our 
former leprosy patients in Samoa, and we thought you would 
also like to read her story.

“I’m writing to say thank you!  My story has a happy ending 
because of people like you, who care about us! 

My name is Lorina, and I live on the island of Upolo in Samoa 
and I would like to share my story with you.

My son Kamel was diagnosed with leprosy at the age of 13, 
and at that time I had no idea that within two years it would 
spread to two more of my children, and myself.  Since then 
two other teenagers who were close to my son were also 
diagnosed. Maybe you could understand this happening thirty 
or forty years ago, but not in 2015. Felauai was only four years 
old and Zindalia was eight. I myself was 37 years old. I was 
terrified that my other children and my husband might also 
get sick. Not only was I afraid of passing it on to the rest of my 
family, but I was also fearful of the disabilities that might affect 
my children, caused by nerve damage to our hands, feet and 
faces, and I was worried that our family and friends would want 
to stay away from us.

Leprosy is a terrible illness because of the disabilities it causes 
and in our Samoan culture, people are very frightened of 
catching it. My son was sent home from school because of his 
leprosy – even the teachers, who should know better, treated 
him like an outcast.

“I dream of a Pacific where this terrible disease has been 
eradicated and can no longer cause fear, stigma and 
discrimination in families and communities.”

I want to thank the supporters of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation 
for giving us back our future.  

In 2016, just a short while after we were diagnosed, the Pacific 
Leprosy Foundation started a programme which significantly 
reduces the chance of the rest of my family developing leprosy.  
This could lead to the complete eradication of leprosy in Samoa, 
and with your help, the rest of the Pacific Islands too. 

Now we see a brighter future where my children have no 
fear of being out in the world, and no fear of spreading this 
dreadful disease.  

I know that this work can’t be completed without your help.  
This programme needs to be followed for two years to succeed.  
If you can help the Pacific Leprosy Foundation to achieve my 
dream of a leprosy-free Pacific, I would be so grateful.

Thank you for reading my story, and for helping my family 
towards a safe and healthy life.

With best wishes 
Lorina Vitale

Lorina’s story

Lorena also made a little video to say thank 
you for all the help you have given to her and 
her family.  If you have access to the internet, 
you can see it on YouTube – search YouTube 

for Pacific Leprosy Foundation, and click on the 
video called “Thank you from Samoa”.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy in 
the following countries:

• Fiji
• Tonga
• Samoa
• Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and donor 
number (six figures to the right of your name and address on our 
appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to send the 
receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 60 
Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

• Solomon Islands
• Kiribati
• New Zealand
• Tuvalu

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year 
and have been enjoying the summer weather.  Although 
summer got off to a slow start here in Canterbury, it is 
certainly making up for lost time now!

The start of the year has been very busy in the office as 
we decided to send out an appeal to 10,000 families who 
do not currently support the Foundation.  We are very 
conscious of the wonderful support which we receive 
from all of you; please be assured that we don’t take that 
support for granted!  I hope that our newsletters and 

donor meetings ensure that you are kept well informed 
about our work, which you enable; but please feel free to 
contact us if you would like more information about any 
aspect of our work.  I will be making a late start to my 
donor meetings this year, but hope to start holding them 
by April at the latest.

Lala’s Office

Our new notecards are proving very 
popular!  They come in packs of 5 
cards of one design with envelopes, 
or a pack of 10 cards – 5 of each 
design, with envelopes.  5-card 
packs cost $6.00 and 10-card packs 
are $10.00 each.  

These cards can be purchased 
through our website, or by 
telephoning the office on  
03 343 3685.

Torch Lily Design New Hibiscus Design

Notecards


