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Progress in Kiribati
Our team of volunteer doctors and nurses has just 
completed a week in Kiribati assisting with patients with 
complications, reviewing treatments and providing one 
on one training to clinic staff and interns. 

Our joint programme with the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Services, of chemoprophylaxis for contacts of 
leprosy cases is now in its second year with over twelve 
thousand contacts being examined and receiving a 
dose of Rifampicin. Case numbers are still high but we 
are seeing an encouraging trend downwards in the 
last two years.

Unfortunately, during this visit four young children, 
two aged 5, one aged 6 and one aged 9 were 
diagnosed with leprosy, and sadly two have already 
developed disabilities. We are encouraged by the 
progress we are making but these young faces 
remind us that we still have a long way to go.

The look of concern on Dr Cunanan’s face says it all. This little girl is only six. 
Her father has leprosy and is disabled. The wee girl and her grandmother 

were both diagnosed with leprosy on the same day. She is also malnourished 
and is already suffering with some reactions and nerve damage. She lives in a household of 30 or more people.
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Introducing 
Milo
Our Field Officer in Samoa, Peter Bendinelli has been with the 
Foundation for over 7 years now - building fales and toilet 
blocks, paying school fees, helping with hospital bills, helping 
patients start small businesses (even a piggery!) Believe it or not, 
Peter once even bought a mule for one patient who wanted it to 
carry crops from his plantation. Peter laughingly commented that 
when he agreed to work for the Foundation, he hadn’t realized 
he had signed up to be a construction site foreman . . . He 
supervised the building of 4 homes that year.

Looking to the future, 75-year-old Peter said he hopes the good 
Lord will allow him to continue supporting the Foundation 
forever but he knows life is a revolving door. 

For the past year, Peter’s adopted son, Milovale Nati, has 
been assisting Peter in his work. Peter never learned to speak 
Samoan so Milo acts as his interpreter. Now Milo knows most 
of the Foundation’s patients in Samoa and also helps patients 
by himself, when asked. Milo is clearly fully committed to the 
humanitarian work done by the Foundation in Samoa and shows 
it by constantly communicating with the patients and developing 
warm relationships with them.

Milo was born and raised in Samoa and went to NZ after 
college to further his studies at university. He was keen on Civil 
Engineering. He then decided to go back to Samoa and continue 
Computer studies at the Samoan National of University. He 
continues to work on a degree in IT and also certification in 
CISCO.

Peter says Milo is now working as his assistant and has learned 
a lot about the work of the Foundation but someday he said he 
would like to reverse the role and be Milo’s assistant, when he 
eventually takes over the programme in the future.

Milo, with our patient Samalu, his wife Torise and their grandson

What’s in a name?
It has come to our attention that there is some confusion about our 
name! This confusion has arisen because there are two charities working 
in the field of leprosy in New Zealand – the Pacific Leprosy Foundation 
(that’s us!) and The Leprosy Mission New Zealand – who are a branch of 
the international charity The Leprosy Mission.

The Pacific Leprosy Foundation (us!) was formally established in 1939 
under the name Makogai New Zealand Lepers’ Trust Board and the 
appeals were often sent out under the name of “The Leper Man” – 
which referred to our founder, Patrick Twomey. Even today, a letter 
addressed to “The Leper Man, Christchurch” will find its way to us – an 
amazing feat when you consider how often correctly addressed mail 
goes astray (but we don’t recommend that you try it)!!

Ureparapara 

Andrew suffers from severe disabilities caused by leprosy.

Andrew and his wife outside their house.

Verongi, who assists us in the northern 
islands of Vanuatu, recently travelled 
to the island of Ureparapara in the 
North Banks region of Vanuatu. She 
was accompanied by Willie, who is the 
Ministry of Health TB/Leprosy Officer 
for the Banks province. As you can see 
from the map, Ureparapara is a very 
long way from the main Banks island 
of Vanua Lava. They had to travel for 
several hours by boat, and the sea was 
very rough.

The main purpose of the visit was to 
check on an old patient, Andrew Nelson 
Welu, who they had heard was having 
difficulties. Andrew is in his seventies 
and lives with his wife in a small house 
which the Foundation built for him 
many years ago. He is severely disabled by leprosy – particularly 
his feet – but up until now he has been able to manage with the 
help of his family, without the need for regular assistance from 
the Foundation. 

Andrew now needs some cement to make repairs to his house, 
and a solar light, as he has no electricity. His disabilities and age 
mean that he now finds it hard to garden and provide enough 
food for himself and his wife. So that he can stop working so 
hard, but still contribute to the extended family, we will provide 
him with provisions, such as tinned food and soap, every quarter. 
These things are difficult to obtain in remote islands and it will 
help maintain Andrew’s standing in the village if he can continue 
to contribute. Where stigma is still a big issue for people affected 
by leprosy it is really important that they can maintain their self 
esteem. Being able to contribute to the family and village helps 
with this.

Andrew and his wife say a big thank you to all of you for the 
help which you have enabled him to receive.
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This map shows the 
northern half of the 

country of Vanuatu – the 
island of Ureparapara is 

very isolated!

What’s in a name?
The Pacific Leprosy Foundation (us!) is the ONLY leprosy charity working 
in the countries of New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, Vanuatu, Tuvalu, 
Kiribati and the Solomon Islands – so you can be assured that there is no 
duplication of our work to eradicate leprosy in the South Pacific.

If you are instructing your solicitor to include a gift to us in your will, we 
recommend the following wording:

Either – “I give to the Pacific Leprosy Foundation whose registered office 
is at 4 Anderson Street, Addington, Christchurch, New Zealand the sum 
of $............ For its general purposes and I declare that a receipt by the 
General Manager of the Pacific Leprosy Foundation shall be sufficient 
discharge for this gift.”

Or – “I give the residue / a percentage of the residue of my estate to the 

Pacific Leprosy Foundation whose 
registered office is at 4 Anderson 
Street, Addington, Christchurch, 
New Zealand for its general purposes 
and I declare that a receipt by the 
General Manager of the Pacific 
Leprosy Foundation shall be sufficient 
discharge for this gift.”

Japhet’s 
new leg
We are delighted to report that 
Japhet finally has a new leg – and 
it was free!! When Japhet was 
first fitted with a prosthetic leg, 
back in 2011, he had to travel to 
Fiji to have it made and fitted to 
him as there were no prosthetics 
technicians in Vanuatu. This was 
funded through your donations 
to the Foundation and although 
it has lasted a reasonably long 
time, it was very heavy and 
cumbersome.

Now, thanks to the Amputee 
Association in Vanuatu, and the 
intervention of the medical team and our in-country supervisor, 
Amy Whitley, Japhet has a new, and much lighter, prosthetic leg – 
I think Japhet’s smile says it all!

Ureparapara 

Andrew suffers from severe disabilities caused by leprosy.

Andrew and his wife outside their house.

Japhet proudly models his new leg, (while holding his old leg!!).

The leg must be made especially to fit Japhet – one size does not fit all!
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy 
in the following countries:

• Fiji 
• Tonga 
• Samoa 
• Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and 
donor number (six figures to the right of your name and address 
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to 
send the receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 60 
Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

• Solomon Islands 
• Kiribati 
• New Zealand 
• Tuvalu

Lala’s Office

Don’t forget to stock up early on 
Christmas cards. They cost $9.00 
per pack (plus $5.00 postage and 
packing); there are 12 cards and 
envelopes in each pack, four of 
each of the three designs. You can 
either order them using the enclosed 
stationery order form, or buy them 
online from our website at 
www.leprosy.org.nz/shop 

Christmas Cards

Thank you so much to all of you who completed and returned 
our surveys recently. One donor’s survey was drawn at random 
and the lucky person has now received a pack of assorted 
items from our stationery range. It has been wonderful going 
through the replies and seeing how many of you enjoy reading 
our newsletters and coming to our donor meetings! I haven’t 
arranged any meetings recently as I was very distracted by 
becoming a grandmother for the first time, but donor meetings 
are now planned for Rangiora, Hamilton and Christchurch.

The stories in this newsletter concern people in their seventies 
right down to children as young as five years old. It shows that 
the work of the Foundation is relevant and important to so 

many families throughout the Pacific, and that although leprosy 
numbers are declining, there is still continuing hardship for so 
many people caused by this awful disease. I really appreciate 
the opportunity to meet so many of you, and tell you about 
our work, face to face, and thank you in person for all that you 
are doing to alleviate this hardship, and eradicate leprosy in the 
Pacific. 


