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International Leprosy
Congress 2019 – Manila
Every three years the International Leprosy Association holds an
international congress. This is an opportunity for the sharing of
best practises and innovative strategies to reduce and eventually
eliminate leprosy. This year the congress was in Manila.

we implemented the first country wide chemoprophylaxis project
for contacts of leprosy patients, in Samoa. Now in year three this
has seen the number of new cases reduce to just one new case
so far in 2019.

Since the introduction of effective multi-drug therapy (MDT)
some 30 years ago, the prevalence rate of leprosy has been
reduced by 95%, however, the number of people reported
with newly diagnosed leprosy has consistently remained
above 200,000 per year for the past decade. Clearly new and
innovative ways are needed to reduce this number of new cases.

In Kiribati we have implemented the same approach but
because of the numbers of cases this has been a much bigger
undertaking. Now in year two we are seeing a reduction in
cases. This work, together with the modelling project we have
sponsored, which gives us data on what the most successful
interventions are likely to be in various countries, drew
considerable attention at the congress where three papers were
presented by our Medical Committee.

The Pacific Leprosy Foundation has been at the forefront of
pioneering new approaches to the elimination of leprosy. In 2017
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Happy Chicken
training!
Two of our leprosy patients in Vanuatu recently attended
“Happy Chicken” training in Santo. Vaebaelolo attended with
her husband, and Matea attended on his own, although he later
wished his wife had come with him. The course was also open to
a number of other disabled people.
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Vaebae and Matea thoroughly enjoyed themselves and felt that
they had learned a lot. They both suffer from severe plantar
ulcers (on the soles of their feet) and so rearing chickens at home
means they won’t have to walk too far – as they would if they
were working in their gardens. They were given wire and nails to
build a run for the chickens and our volunteer, Ray, will check on
their progress when he delivers the next quarter’s welfare.
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All the participants at the Happy Chicken training. Vaebae is wearing blue, and
Matea is in green on the far right.

The late Joe Embi.

JOE EMBI
Joe is from Marau in the Guadalcanal Province. He suffered
from complications relating to leprosy for over five years. Early
in 2017 he was very sick with renal failure, from which he
eventually recovered, however in 2018 he began to lose his
sight. In spite of his illness and severe disabilities, Joe worked
as a taxi driver to try to support his wife and two children
aged 6 and 5. Towards the end of 2018, Joe knew his health
was deteriorating and asked if the Foundation could provide
him with a safe, secure and weather-proof home. This was
completed in January this year, but sadly, Joe passed away in
February.

Vaebae smiling happily as she sits with her husband. She is looking forward to
starting her own chicken project!

Joe’s family would like to thank you all for your support which
means that Joe’s wife and children have a home to live in.
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Lala’s Office
As another year draws to an end, it is so satisfying to look
back on the achievements of the year which, once again,
has absolutely flown by. The greatest achievement is
that there is a marked reduction in the number of leprosy
cases diagnosed in Kiribati in the year to date. If this trend
continues next year (which we anticipate it will) we will be
well on our way to eliminating leprosy as a public health
risk in Kiribati; then we can plan how to achieve total
eradication.
As the new year dawns, I am so looking forward to getting
out and about more to meet you and show you how your
generosity is helping so many people all over the Pacific.
In the meantime, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas
with family and friends.
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Christmas Cards
Don’t forget to stock up early on Christmas cards.
They cost $9.00 per pack (plus $5.00 postage and
packing); there are 12 cards and envelopes in each
pack, four of each of the three designs. You can
either order them using the enclosed stationery
order form, or buy them online from our website at
www.leprosy.org.nz/shop

Frank (left) checking out the
new water pump.

THE WALE FAMILY
Frank Wale’s mother suffered for many years from active leprosy
and leprosy reactions, and sadly passed away last year. Frank is
now 22, but at the age of 11 he was diagnosed with leprosy –
along with two of his five siblings. All the youngsters have now
been cured and Frank has taken over the parenting role for the
other five. He cooks for the younger kids, gets them ready to go
to school and takes care of the home.
Frank wants to have a small business that he can manage at the
same time as caring for the family, so we have provided him
with the materials to build a canteen which will supply small
grocery items in the village. We will help him stock it and run the
business when the building is complete. The next step is to build
a better house for the family.

No more cheques?
As you can see from the diagram below, the Foundation is still
very reliant on receiving donations by cheque – as are most
charities! Kiwibank has announced that it is going “cheque free”
from 28th February 2020.

2%
16%

No other banks have announced any changes, however you
may want to think of other ways to make donations. The
alternatives are:–
1. Direct credit – you can use internet or phone banking to set
up a payment to the Foundation. Please use your surname
and donor number (the six figure number on your donation
coupon) so we know who to thank (and who to send the
receipt to)! Our account number is 02-0800-0037987-000.
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2. Debit or credit card – you can donate to us using your debit
or credit card in three different ways; you can fill in your
card details on our donation coupon, you can telephone
us and give us your card details over the phone or you can
head to our website at www.leprosy.org.nz and click on the
“Donate” button.
3. Automatic payment – you can arrange a regular automatic
payment to the Foundation by going into your bank, or on
internet or phone banking.

Cash

4. Cash – but we really don’t recommend sending cash through
the mail!!

Cheque

Direct Credit

Debit/Credit Card

Over half of our donations are by cheque!

The Staff and Trustees would like to wish you all a very merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. Thank you so much for all
your support over the past twelve months. We look forward, with
your help, to continuing our work next year.

Information
WHERE IN THE WORLD?
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy
in the following countries:
• Fiji
• Tonga
• Samoa
• Vanuatu

• Solomon Islands
• Kiribati
• New Zealand
• Tuvalu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible
through your interest and generosity.
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STAFF

CONTACT DETAILS

JILL TOMLINSON

DIRECT CREDIT

General Manager

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

jill.tomlinson@leprosy.org.nz

Pacific Leprosy Foundation
Private Bag 4730
Christchurch 8140
New Zealand

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and
donor number (six figures to the right of your name and address
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to
send the receipt.

LALA GITTOES

P +64 3 343 3685

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

JAN SHEPPARD

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand,
60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

Donor Liaison Officer

Relations Manager

lala.gittoes@leprosy.org.nz

dlo@leprosy.org.nz
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