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Maiana, Kiribati
The Leprosy Clinic manager in Kiribati, Erei, recently visited 
Maiana – a small island about one hour’s boat ride from 
Tarawa. The purpose of her visit was to visit and examine the 
household contacts of leprosy patients to give them a dose of 
Rifampicin as part of the combined Foundation/ Ministry of 
Health programme to eliminate leprosy. Whilst she was on the 
island, she also examined all the school children and found one 
more leprosy case in a boy of 12 years old. His family will also be 
examined for signs of leprosy, and if all clear will be given their 
first dose of Rifampicin in case they are incubating the disease.

This young man is currently on treatment for leprosy.

These children live in the same household as the young 

man above. They have both been checked to make 

sure they don’t have leprosy, and now they are being 

given a dose of Rifampicin.



As New Zealand was settling into the second week of 
lockdown under Alert Level 4, a threat of a different kind 
was approaching Vanuatu. Tropical Cyclone Harold was the 
second strongest tropical cyclone to ever affect Vanuatu. 
As the cyclone made landfall on Espiritu Santo, the winds 
reached 215 km per hour. The cyclone continued its path 
causing widespread destruction in Santo and then Pentecost.

The houses and gardens of many of our former leprosy 
patients were destroyed. Gardens are the main source of 
food for many of the Vanuatu people and without these to 
rely on there was a desperate need for food.

Volunteers for the Foundation have travelled throughout the 
country to bring supplies and assess damage so that homes 
can be re-built and gardens re-planted. Thank you so much 
for your help towards achieving this.

Vanuatu – Tropical 
Cyclone Harold

4 Anderson Street, Private Bag 4730, Christchurch 8140, New Zealand P: 03 343 3685 E: admin@leprosy.org.nz

Serah sits in what is left of her kitchen, weaving thatch to rebuild it.

Matea’s entire village and all gardens were destroyed – what is left of his house 

can be seen in the foreground of the photo. He also lost all his belongings, 

including the irrigation system for his Taro crop that the Foundation provided to 

him . The road to his village has been blocked so repairs can’t be made until that 

has been cleared.

Tari’s house survived the cyclone (it was built for 

her recently with the Foundation’s help – thanks 

to you)! Some of the garden was destroyed, 

but she has received food assistance to keep her 

going in the meantime.

Babet searches for family belongings 
amongst the wreckage of the village.



Vanuatu – Tropical 
Cyclone Harold

Leprosy and 
COVID-19
The past few months have turned many of us into armchair 
epidemiologists and introduced new phrases into our vocabulary. 
Two of these phrases also relate to leprosy!

Contact Tracing
With COVID-19, it has been necessary to get in touch with 
everyone with whom the patient has been in contact to test 
them for the virus. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and has an 
incubation period of only a couple of weeks, so contact tracing 
has to be carried out urgently.

In the case of leprosy, contact tracing is also vital as the sooner 
someone is diagnosed with leprosy, the less chance of others in 
the household contracting the disease. However, leprosy is not 
so contagious. It takes long term close contact with a sufferer 
from active leprosy to catch it, therefore the contact tracing can 
be undertaken at a slower pace, and up to a number of years 
after the leprosy patient is diagnosed – although this is far from 
ideal – the sooner the better. Leprosy has a very long incubation 
period, but if household contacts are given a single dose of 
Rifampicin (a leprosy drug) two years in succession, their chances 
of developing the disease are greatly diminished.

Elimination
It was a “eureka” moment when Jacinda Adern explained that 
“eliminating” COVID-19 did not mean getting rid of it completely 
(eradication) but merely reducing the numbers to a safe and 
manageable level; and so it is with leprosy. 

In the 90s, the World Health Organisation widely used the 
word elimination in relation to leprosy, without explaining their 
definition of the word (in this case, fewer than 1 case per 10,000 
of population). 

Unfortunately this led to the majority of people believing that 
once this elimination level was reached leprosy no longer existed. 
It had been eliminated. Budgets for leprosy were cut, along 
with training and other resources, leading to a loss of expertise 
in the medical community and a lack of awareness in the wider 
community about the disease and its continuing devastating 
effect on so many in the Pacific. Additionally, the phrase gave a 
false sense of security to many health workers, causing them to 
no longer look for leprosy. 

Sadly, the inevitable result was a rise in leprosy sufferers in many 
countries.

Book Review
We are pleased to be able to give 
you the opportunity to purchase 
a delightful novel by the New 
Zealand author Carmen Radtke. 
“Walking in the Shadow” is 
beautifully written and gives an 
incredible insight into the early 
history of leprosy in New Zealand, 
and the minds of those who have 
suffered from leprosy, even after 
they have been cured.

On a small, wind-blasted island 
off the east coast of New Zealand 
a small colony of leprosy sufferers 
is isolated but not abandoned, 
left to live out their days in 
relative peace thanks to the charity of the townspeople and 
the compassion of the local doctor and matron of the hospital. 
Jimmy Kokupe is a miracle: he’s been cured. But he still carries 
the stigma, which makes life back on the mainland dangerous 
and lonely. To find a refuge, he has returned to the camp to 
care for his friend, fellow patient old Will, and disturbed young 
Charley. Healed of his physical ailments and dreaming of the girl 
he once planned to follow to a new life in Australia, Jimmy meets 
‘the lady’, the island caretaker’s beautiful but troubled wife who 
brings their food. Can she help Jimmy forget his difficult past and 
overcome his own prejudices towards his mixed parentage, and 
find the courage to risk living in freedom?

You can purchase this book through our website at 
www.leprosy.co.nz or using the stationery order form enclosed 
with this newsletter. Happy reading! 
We are currently awaiting shipment of this book and there may 
be some delay in its arrival due to Covid-19 restrictions.  It will be 
priced at $22.00 plus $5 postage and packing.

Lala’s Office 
As we gradually approach normality and settle into Level 2, the 
last nine weeks seem to be a dream. I was lucky enough to be 
able to continue working normally, albeit from home. During this 
time we sent out our first mass email – to wish everyone a happy 
Easter and pass on news of Vanuatu after cyclone Harold. If you 
didn’t receive our email, please check with us that we have your 
correct email address as a number of our emails weren’t able to 
be delivered as the address no longer existed. 

Here in New Zealand, it is hard to know when to resume my 
travels and donor meetings. I was all set to visit Rotorua and 
Tauranga when it became obvious – even before Alert Level 4 
– that this was going to be a bad idea! To those of you who had 
planned to come to our donor meetings – thank you for your 
enthusiasm, and I hope to be able to visit you later in the year. 

Thank you so much for your continued support in these unusual 
times!
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy 
in the following countries:

• Fiji 
• Tonga 
• Samoa 
• Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and 
donor number (six figures to the right of your name and address 
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to 
send the receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 
60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

• Solomon Islands 
• Kiribati 
• New Zealand 
• Tuvalu

The End of an Era
First Kiwibank and now all major banks have indicated that they will be phasing out cheques. The Bank of 
New Zealand has announced that it will not accept or issue cheques from July 2021. ANZ and Westpac have 
also committed to phasing out cheques over the next year but have not yet given the exact time. 

We realise that many of our supporters still rely on the use of cheques to donate to us, so we want to make 
the transition to other forms of donating as easy as possible.

Credit or Debit Cards
There are three ways to donate to us using either a credit or 
debit card (Visa, Mastercard, Amex):

1   You can enter your card details onto our donation 
coupon and send it to us in our eply-paid envelope. 

2   Telephone us. You can telephone our office on 
03 343 3685 and ask us to take a donation from 
you over the telephone. We will want to know your 
name (and the name on the card), the card number, the 
expiry date of the card and the amount you would like to 
donate. If you know your donor number (the six digits on 
your donation coupon) that would be really helpful, but 
it’s not essential.

3   You can visit our website at –  
www.leprosy.org.nz/donate and fill in our 
online form – all your details are totally secure.

Internet Banking
You can donate to us using online/internet banking. Our bank 
account number is: 

02-0800-0037987-00
Please use your surname and donor number as a reference – 
your donor number is the six figure number on your donation 
coupon. If you do not have a coupon or you are a new donor 
please give us a call on 03 343 3685.

You can set this up as a single donation, or arrange for an 
automatic regular donation in a time frame to suit you 
(monthly / quarterly). You should receive your official receipt 
within two weeks, unless you let us know that you 
prefer to receive just one combined receipt after 
every tax year.

At the Bank
You can visit your bank and ask them to arrange a payment to us. Again, you will need to use your surname and donor number as a 
reference number. Our account details are:

Account name: Pacific Leprosy Foundation
Account number: 02-0800-0037987-00

Thank you so much for your continuing support for our work – we couldn’t do anything without you!


