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The Dr Brian McMahon 
Scholarship

Dr Brian McMahon was a valued member of the Board of 
Trustees for the Foundation for a great many years. When 
he retired from the Board in 2017, it was decided to offer a 
scholarship in his name to one doctor each year from one of the 
countries in which we work, to attend the Pacific Dermatology 
Training Centre for training in leprosy and many other skin 
conditions which are so common in Pacific island countries.

This year, the scholarship has been awarded to Dr Joseph 
Sangatu from the Solomon Islands. It was difficult for him to 
get a flight to Fiji but eventually he was able to get a place on 
a repatriation flight organised by the Fiji and Solomon Island 
governments, finally arriving in Nadi, Fiji on 9th April where 
he had to spend two weeks in quarantine. By the time his 
quarantine finished Nadi was in lockdown,however he was 
permitted to travel to Suva. When he arrived in Suva he was 
required to complete another week in quarantine as one of the 
people on the flight had tested positive for Covid. As his course 
is being run at Twomey hospital where TB as well as leprosy 
patients are treated this was considered a necessary precaution. 

Joseph was interviewed by Waisea Nasokia of the Fiji Sun 
newspaper about his experiences in quarantine once he arrived 
in Suva.He praised the way in which the quarantine facilities 
were run and his safe transfer to Suva after his quarantine was 
finished. He also thanked Jill Tomlinson (our General Manager), 
Kathey Foi – our in-country representative in Fiji for the 
sponsorship, help and support.

Normally, Dr Joseph’s family would have come to Fiji with him, 
but it isn’t possible because of the pandemic. He finished his 
interview by saying “It has been slightly tough leaving my family 
behind but I believe our sacrifice for my training is worth it. Good 
thing is, my training is only for a year so I am looking forward to 
getting things done and reuniting with my family”.

When Dr Joseph returns to the Solomon Islands, he will be in 
charge of our leprosy programmes there, and the big drive to 
eradicate leprosy in that country.

From left to right, Finau (PLF driver), Kathey Foi and Dr Joseph Sangatu, collecting Dr Joseph to take him 

shopping for necessities.



Graham and Annie outside her small hut.
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Updates from 
Vanuatu

Last November we introduced 
Ann and Graham Nalo to 
you as our new in-country 
representatives in Vanuatu. 
They have achieved an 
enormous amount in their 
short time in office, with 
Graham visiting Pentecost, 
Malekula, Maskelyne, Ambae, 
Tanna, Epi, Nguna and, of 
course, many of our patients 
on Santo, where Ann and 
Graham also live. These visits 
have enabled Graham and Ann 
to really understand how our 
patients are living and what their needs are. There have also been 
a number of new cases in recent months.

In April, Graham had a successful visit to Epi and Nguna. Nguna 
is a small island just to the north of Efate (where the capital, Port 
Vila, is), and Epi is a much larger island north of there.

Nguna
Graham travelled to Nguna from Efate by small boat with 
some helpers. The first order of the day was to deliver the 
welfare supplies for our patient, Annie. These were carried to 
her village by the village Chief, his grandson and Graham. It was 
quite a walk!

Annie is doing well as regards her health, but her house was 
destroyed by cyclone Pam and she was then built a little hut, 
with a roof of local material which leaks, and also attracts rats, 
ants and mosquitoes. She would also love a small solar light as it 
would be far safer than kerosene lamps.

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities 

mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

Nguna island can only be reached by boat.

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

Annie’s little hut needs a few repairs.

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities 
mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

Welfare supplies being delivered to Annie’s village.



Epi
Graham and his assistant, Ruth, travelled to Epi by a small 
aircraft run by Unity Airlines. They were met at the Epi 
airport by our volunteer, Norah, who co-ordinates the 
delivery of welfare parcels and payment of school fees. 
She also acts as a point of contact for all our patients on 
the island. 

These patients were so happy to meet Graham and asked 
him to convey their thanks for the support they were 
given. They said that words were not enough to express 
their appreciation, so they presented a hand-made mat to 
Graham to show their thanks to the Foundation and to all 
our New Zealand supporters.

Our volunteer Norah had some suggestions for ways in 
which we could best help our patients on Epi.

Her first request was that we continued to give welfare for 
the widow of our patient, Tom, who died earlier this year. 
Her husband’s leprosy meant that she, too, lived in poverty 
– and that is unlikely to change now.

Another patient, Jacklyn Mathew has been very ill recently 
and needs to visit the hospital regularly. This is a long 
journey from her village and it would help if we could pay 
for some transport for her.

Finally, Alick needs a water tank to supply him with 
rainwater. In many villages, water to wash, drink and cook 
with has to be collected from a stream. It is not necessarily 
safe to drink, and it is very difficult for Alick to carry the 
water because of his disabilities. 

All these items from Nguna and Epi have been agreed to 
as part of this month’s budget. We feel so fortunate to be 
able to give this help through your generosity. Thank you 
so much.

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities 
mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

Graham with the widow of our patient, Tom.

Ruth, Graham and patient Alick 

who needs a water tank as it 

is too difficult for him to carry 

water daily.

Graham was presented with a 
mat by Jacklyn Mathew and her daughter as a token of appreciation from all the patients on Epi.

More news 
about Sera!

In our last newsletter we told the story of Sera Volu. Sera is 
12 years old and lived in Suva until the first Covid-19 lockdown 
when she went to live with her father on the other main Fijian 
island of Vanua Levu.

When she was visited in January, she was still showing signs of 
active leprosy, suggesting that she hadn’t completed her original 
course of treatment, so she was re-started on the treatment 
regime. At that time she was very excited to be given some 
school books and a bag and was promised some new sandals to 
protect her feet which are badly cracked.

A teacher from her school recently sent these photographs of 
Sera in her new uniform and sandals. Sera is very grateful to the 
generous support from all of you which helps to make her life 
easier. Thank you so much!

Sera showing off her uniform, school bag and new sandals.

Sera was excited to receive a new school bag and school books.



Information

www.leprosy.org.nz

CONTACT DETAILS
Pacific Leprosy Foundation 
Private Bag 4730 
Christchurch 8140 
New Zealand

P +64 3 343 3685

E admin@leprosy.org.nz

www.leprosy.org.
nz

STAFF
JILL TOMLINSON 
General Manager

jill.tomlinson@leprosy.org.nz

LALA GITTOES 
Relations Manager

lala.gittoes@leprosy.org.nz

JAN SHEPPARD 
Donor Liaison Officer

dlo@leprosy.org.nz

WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy 
in the following countries:

• Fiji 
• Tonga 
• Samoa 
• Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and 
donor number (six figures to the right of your name and address 
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to 
send the receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand, 
60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

• Solomon Islands 
• Kiribati 
• New Zealand 
• Tuvalu

Lala’s Office
I am very excited to be able to report that I am now re-starting my donor meeting schedule – beginning with one in Christchurch on 
31st May. Following that, I hope to visit West Auckland and Whangaparaoa in June and Hamilton in July. I am so looking forward to 
being able to tell you all about our progress in the fight against leprosy in the Pacific and the welfare of those whose lives have been 
made so difficult by this disease.

With the current Covid-19 situation in Fiji, it is unlikely that a full Pacific Island travel bubble will be opening up very soon, but our 
wonderful in-country supervisors are keeping us up to date with what they are doing and the steps they are taking to ensure that 
our work keeps going, despite our inability to visit.

Thank you for all your interest in our work, and of course your generous support.
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Goodbye to cheques!
From the end of June, our bank will no longer be 
accepting cheques – it’s the end of an era!

Luckily, it isn’t the end of us! There are several other ways in 
which you can continue to support our work:

1   Direct credit – you can use internet or phone banking to 
set up a payment to the Foundation (or pop into the local 
branch of your bank). Please use your surname and donor 
number (the six figure number on your donation coupon) 
so we know who to thank (and who to send the receipt to)! 
Our account number is 02-0800-0037987-000.

2   Debit or credit card – you can donate to us using your debit 
or credit card in three different ways; you can fill in your card 
details on our donation coupon, you can telephone us and 
give us your card details over the phone or you can head 
to our website at www.leprosy.org.nz and click on the 
“Donate” button.

3   Automatic payment – you can arrange a regular automatic 
payment to the Foundation by going into your bank, or on 
internet or phone banking.

4   Cash – but we really don’t recommend sending cash 
through the mail!!

As I’m sure you know, we rely totally on donations and bequests 
to fund our valuable work in the Pacific, so we are very, very 
grateful for every donation and bequest that we receive. Thank 
you all so much!


