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A sneak preview….
“Born in 1892 in Wellington, Patrick Twomey 
(founder of the Pacifi c Leprosy Foundation, 
formerly the Lepers’ Trust Board) was one 
of seven children to an Irish-Catholic grocer 
and his wife. He left school at 13 to work as 
a telegraph runner, to help put food on the 
table, before adding shorthand and typing to 
his resumé and going to work as a clerk with 
the Wellington Railway Department. He went 
on to travel to Australia in 1912, where he 
entered the novitiate of the Marist brothers in 
Mittagong, New South Wales. Having taken 
his vows in 1914, he was sent to teach at the 
congregation’s school in Suva, in Fiji. It was 
here that Patrick fi rst encountered leprosy.”

This paragraph is taken from the fi rst chapter of a new 
book, commissioned by the Foundation and written by 
New Zealand author and journalist, Rachel Macdonald. 
The book tells the story of the history of the Pacifi c 
Leprosy Foundation, throughout Patrick Twomey’s 
years at the helm, and the developments in leprosy 
treatments during the 20th century. It is due to be 
published in May and details of how to buy it will be in 
the May newsletter.

Patrick Twomey on one of his many visits to the countries
of the South Pacifi c.



The work progressed quickly.

Sand for the concrete was shovelled into 
bags on the beach, then carried up to 

the village.

Sand for the concrete was shovelled into 

All the materials had to be carried up to 

the village from the end of the road.

News from Vanuatu
November was another busy month for the team – Graham and Ann - in Vanuatu. Graham visited
the islands of Ambrym and Paama and assisted with the construction of a veranda for Sarah in
Parisha, Santo.

Veranda
Sarah Aruntun is an older patient who lives in a remote area 
of South Santo. She has a little house of her own, but her 
veranda was destroyed in a cyclone. She has often suffered 
from debilitating ulcers on the soles of her feet, which lack any 
sensation because of leprosy, and this means that she can’t walk 
very far. Being able to sit outside her little house in all weathers 
is important for Sarah, to keep up with the other villagers and 
socialise. It was arranged that Graham and a team of helpers 
would build a new veranda for Sarah.

The village is up a steep pathway from the vehicle track, and 
all materials had to be carried up by hand. Then, in order to 
make concrete for the supporting posts, bags of sand had to be 
collected from down on the beach!

The work didn’t take long, and soon Sarah was sitting outside 
her house, sheltered from sun or rain. The chief of the village 
stopped by to pass on the village’s thanks to the Foundation 
and the people of New Zealand for all the help and support that 
Sarah gets, thanks to your generosity.

Visit to Ambrym
As part of his tour of all the islands of Vanuatu, Graham visited 
our patients on Ambrym island. He arrived on the west coast 
of the island, and then had to travel to the north. Here he 
visited Bong Nebu. Bong is no longer able to walk and needs 
a wheelchair. This can be supplied by the Vanuatu Society for 
Disabled people and will be delivered to him this year.

After visiting other patients, the village of Nepul put on a meal to 
thank Graham, as the representative of the Foundation, for the 
help which we give to members of their community.

Sarah, sitting in the shade of her new veranda.
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The boat from Santo arrived on the west coast of Ambrym.



Graham visited Bong, who can no longer walk.

Lala’s Offi ce
I hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas, surrounded by family and friends and here’s hoping that 2022 will be easier than 2021! 
Unfortunately, the year hasn’t got off to the best start with the arrival of the Omicron variant of Covid-19 and our regression to the red 
traffi c light level.

At the moment, and probably also when we are at the orange light level, travelling the country to hold donor meetings is inadvisable, to 
say the least! For me, this year will be given over to other ways of sharing information about our work; through the website which will 
soon be updated, using webinars or zoom meetings and podcasts.

I realise this discriminates against those of you who don’t use computers or smart phones, and I am really sorry about this. For those of 
you who are “online” please make sure that you let us know your email address, so we can keep you up to date with our plans.

I look forward to being in touch with as many of you as possible over the coming months. Thank you so much for your wonderful 
support for our work.

The villagers of Nepul thank Graham, the Foundation and the 
people of New Zealand for their help.

Visit to Paama
Paama is a small island sandwiched between Ambrym to the 
north and Epi to the south. One of the patients Graham visited 
is Menas Jimmy. Menas lives in a tiny ramshackle house and has 
asked if the Foundation can help him to get a better one. It is 
hoped to start work later this year.

Map showing the locations of Ambrym and Paama.

Inside Menas’ small house.

Meeting Menas Jimmy outside

his house.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD? 
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy 
in the following countries:

• Fiji
• Tonga
• Samoa
• Vanuatu

Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible 
through your interest and generosity.

DIRECT CREDIT
We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and 
donor number (six fi gures to the right of your name and address 
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to 
send the receipt.

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand,
60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

• Solomon Islands
• Kiribati
• New Zealand
• Tuvalu

A new water tank and toilet for Lino
Lino Sulue is an elderly leprosy patient who lives on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. Early last year, 
his water tank was blown over and broken during a big storm. He needs the water tank to provide him 
with safe drinking and cooking water. The water for the tank is collected from his roof.
When the workers arrived to rebuild the foundations and replace the tank, Lino asked if he could also have a toilet. This was essential 
because of his age and disability, so the work was begun straight away.

Although Lino’s hands are very disfi gured, he says he can manage the tap on the tank himself, and he keeps the tank and the toilet 
locked at all times.

Lino tries out his new tank for the

fi rst time.

Lino’s house, tank and toilet.

Lino also receives monthly help with
food and other essentials

Lino shows off his new toilet.




