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From the archives – the
story of Ernest Wolfgramm
Ernest wrote: “My native land is Tonga,
Vavau Island. I went to New Zealand in
1923 to a boarding school at Hastings.
Three years later it was discovered that
I was a leper. I was seventeen years old.
I was sent to a hospital in Napier for a
few weeks and then to Quail Island. I
later came with the first group of New
Zealand patients to go to Makogai.
On arriving there I was asked to take
charge of the schoolboys. In my
spare time I helped furniture-making,
housebuilding, and engineering
jobs. The little knowledge I acquired
has been quite useful because four
years ago I was put in charge of
the workshops where furniture and
boats are made and repaired, engines
overhauled and repaired, and batteries
charged.”

the treatment of leprosy and blunted its
worst symptoms. Ernest began to lose
use of his hands, which were wrapped
in bandages and often kept deep in his
pockets. But instead of curtailing his
work he widened his activities.
He requested engine parts, carpentry
tools, music, literature, lighting
equipment, and Shakespearean
plays (which he produced with his
schoolboys). All these were supplied to
him by the New Zealand Lepers Trust
Board through the generosity of the
New Zealand people. One of the last
‘monuments’ to his memory (again
made possible through the assistance
of the Trust Board) was the building of
the picture theatre, for which he was
responsible.”

Ernest, pictured with his father, who came to
Ernest’s illness accelerated through 1947
visit him on Makogai
A Makogai patient recalled: “This
and he felt his strength going. He died
man Ernest, he was our leader in the
on 28 January 1948 at the age of 40. He
leper station. All of us in Makogai left
had suffered from leprosy for 23 years.
somebody behind when we went there. I left my wife and three
During his time on Makogai, 834 patients had been discharged
children, and went to live out of the world. At first I wanted to
but Ernest had not been among them. “Perhaps he could have
die but this man Ernest made me want to live. He was also a
been one of them if he had spared himself a little more,” wrote
leper but he was a man among men – tall, powerful and strong
Sr Mary Stella. “But his motto had always been to serve – not
with something that came from inside him.”
himself but others.”

Another patient observed that, “the driving force behind the
intense activity on Makogai was Ernest the Leper. Where he
came from was something of a mystery. He never told us of
his personal history but he had a strong personal power to knit
together people from a dozen different races and to lift them
above their pain and their loneliness.”
Ernest’s suffering came too early to be arrested by the miraculous
arrival of sulphone drugs in the late 1940’s which revolutionised

“All the people of Makogai followed him to his last resting
place,” wrote a patient who attended his funeral. “Young Sisters
and old, crippled men and women in wheelchairs, walking
patients leading the blind and helping the lame, and groups
of little children. It was a long, silent procession through the
coconut groves to the little cemetery on the hillside, silent, but
not sad. Just peaceful. The last journey of an honoured man,
who had carried himself like a soldier and something like a
saint.”

Updates from Fiji
News of Vueti

A water tank for Eric and his family

Last month, we told the story of Vueti Nasaumalumu Ratu,
from the Yasawa island group in Fiji. He had developed leprosy
over the course of many years and returned to Viti Levu with Dr
Apisalome to begin his treatment at the Twomey Hospital.

Eric Williams was hospitalised at Twomey Hospital for some time
because of having bad nerve reactions to his leprosy medication,
but he was finally able to
return home for Easter. His
wife and son have moved to
the same land as his parents
in law and are building a
small house there. Eric asked
if the Foundation could help
with the cost of a water tank
for the house – of course, we
said yes!

After three months at the hospital, Vueti is ready to return home
– a long and complicated journey! He has been given some
shoes to protect his numb feet and he is well established on his
medication for leprosy. Your generosity has helped to buy the
shoes, and to pay for his journey home. Thank you so much!

The tank was delivered early
in July. Eric’s home is some
distance from the road, so
the tank had to be rolled
first down the hill and then
up again to his home! He is
hoping to install it very soon.
Thank you for enabling us to
help Eric!

Eric and his son beside the
water tank.

Visit to Vanua Levu
The medical team visited Vanua Levu to check on some of the
leprosy patients there. They visited Kamla first, and gave her her
quarterly allowance of $300. She was very grateful because her
social welfare money is given to her daughter for rent, food and
some medications.
After this, they visited Pradeep and his family. Pradeep has to
take steroids to help with his leprosy reactions and prevent
further nerve damage. He is having difficulty with walking now,
and has been advised to come to Twomey Hospital when the
orthopaedic specialist is available to examine him.
money for his bus
Dr Apisalome hands Vueti the
and boat fares

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities
mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

Sister Repeka gives Kamla her
allowance.

All ready for the complicated journey home

Pradeep suffers from
leprosy
reactions for which
he has to
take steroids.
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Exciting new project in
Kiribati
The Foundation has been working in partnership with the
Ministry of Health and Medical services in Kiribati for the last
ten years, in improving capacity, providing training in leprosy
diagnosis and treatment and, more recently implementing a
project to screen all contacts of leprosy cases and provide a
preventative of rifampicin (one of the drugs used to treat leprosy)
to all contacts. Studies have shown that this reduces leprosy by
50-60% amongst contacts. This project alone sees us working
with the leprosy team in Kiribati to monitor almost 12,000
contacts, which is close to 10% of the population of Kiribati.
This group is monitored every year for 5 years, in the first two
years receiving a dose of rifampicin and the following three years
they are examined for any signs of leprosy.

Clawing of her fingers and other hand disabilities
mean that Faiva can’t do her washing by hand.

which is home to 60% of the population). In conjunction with
the Pearl project the Foundation will implement the Combine
project which will add leprosy to the project by checking the
total population for signs of leprosy, providing treatment to those
who have leprosy and giving a dose of rifampicin to everyone
else. This is a ground-breaking project. You can read more about
the details at https://www.thepearlstudy.org/
The Foundation is supported financially in this by the Leprosy
Research Initiative and the Turing Foundation which has provided
funding over a four year period. Our other work in Kiribati and
all parts of the Pacific, caring for people affected by leprosy and
implementing preventative programmes continues. It is through
your generosity in supporting our extensive work in the Pacific
years, that the Foundation has been recognised internationally
and was chosen to be part of this vital project. Thank you so
much for all your help.

Our studies and modelling have shown that while this is an
effective way of reducing cases it is even more effective when
combined with mass drug administration- the total population
receiving a dose of rifampicin. This is both difficult and costly
to administer so we were delighted to be contacted by an
Australian research team planning a major intervention for TB in
Kiribati. The Pearl project aims at reducing the incidence of TB by
active case finding together with the treatment of “latent” TB those people who have been infected but so far show no signs
of active TB. Over a period of three years the Pearl project will
screen and test the total population of South Tarawa (the atoll
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Lala’s Office
It’s hard to believe that we are nearly through winter, and still we find ourselves constrained by the Covid pandemic. It seems unlikely
that I will be able to do any donor meetings until late spring, but in the meantime, I am keeping busy developing on-line slide shows,
and hopefully a podcast or Ted talk to keep you all informed about our work.
The General Manager, Jill Tomlinson, will be visiting Kiribati in August, so we will soon have more up to date news on the developments
there, which I will look forward to passing on to you in November.
Meanwhile, try to stay warm and out of reach of the virus, and other winter ailments!

Have you tried our notecards?
They come in packs of 5 cards of one design with envelopes, or a pack of 10 cards – 5 of
each design, with envelopes. 5-card packs cost $6.00 and 10-card packs are $10.00 each.
A stationery order form is enclosed.

Torch Lily design

New Hibiscus design

Information
WHERE IN THE WORLD?
We currently manage projects to assist those affected by leprosy
in the following countries:
• Solomon Islands
• Fiji
• Kiribati
• Tonga
• New Zealand
• Samoa
• Tuvalu
• Vanuatu
Thank you so much to all of you who make this work possible
through your interest and generosity.

www.leprosy.org.nz

STAFF

CONTACT DETAILS

JILL TOMLINSON

Pacific Leprosy Foundation
Private Bag 4730
Christchurch 8140
New Zealand

DIRECT CREDIT

General Manager

We are happy to receive donations by direct credit.

jill.tomlinson@leprosy.org.nz

If you wish to use this option, please use your surname and
donor number (six figures to the right of your name and address
on our appeal coupon) as a reference, so that we know where to
send the receipt.

LALA GITTOES

The bank account number is: 02-0800-0037987-000

JAN SHEPPARD

BIC SWIFT CODE: BKNZNZ22 Bank of New Zealand,
60 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 New Zealand

dlo@leprosy.org.nz

Relations Manager

lala.gittoes@leprosy.org.nz
Donor Liaison Officer
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